“I can't!” what would he have meant?

Had the Lord bidden him climb the tree, he might have said,
perhaps, “I can't?” but when Christ says “Come down!” the
excuse would have been ahsurd.

Suppose when the father, in receiving back the prodigal, had
said, “Gointo the house, and get the best robe and put it on and
come to me,” there might have been some meaning in the son's
saying, “l can't!”

But when the father says to the servants, “Bring forth the best
robe and put it on him,” such an excuse would have been
absurd, and would only have betrayed the son's unwillingness
to receive the robe at all.

For the father leaves nothing for the son fo do; all he desires is
that he should receive; and it is as if he had said, “Allow me to
clothe you; allow me fo put the best robe upon you.”

He undertakes for everything; for the putting on the robe as well
as for the robe itself

That which many call the difficulty of believing is the essence of
self-righteousness. Yes; it is this that lies at the root of, or rather
is the root of, this difficulty. Men cling to self as the lad clung to
the rope; they will not let it go; and they cry all the while that
they can't.

| admit the difficulty. It is a root of bitterness.

But it i far deeper than many think. It is far worse and more
serious than those who speak of it will admit. It is man's
determined self-righteousness that really constitutes the
difficulty.

He is unwilling to let this go; and he says “I can't!” to cover over
the guilt of the “I won't!”

Deep down in man's depraved being lies this awful evil, which
only God can remove, this determination not to give up self. He
deceives himself sadly in this matter, in order to cover his guilt
and fo pass the blame of his unbelief on God. He holds that he
has some great thing to do: though God has declared a hundred
times over that the great thing is done! He wants to do the great
thing, and to get credit of doing it; and because God has
declared that the great thing is done, “once for all,” never to be
done again, he retires into himself, and tries fo get up another
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That which should have come upon the sinner has come upon Him, that the sinner
might go free.

The Judge is satisfied with the work done on Calvary, and asks no more: and when the

sinner is brought hy the Holy Spirit o be satisfied with that which has satisfied the

Judge, the chains that hound the burden to his shoulders snap, and the burden falls, to
disappear for ever—buried in the grave of the Substitute, from which it cannot rise.

Horatius Bonar (1808-1889)

CHAPEL LIBRARY

chapellibrary.org

‘Dar a Conocer al Mundo
a Aquel que nos Llamo de las Tinieblas a la Luz,
para que toda Lengua Confiese que
Jesucristo Es El Seior para la Gloria de Dios”
Filipenses 2:11
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I CAN’T LET GO

HORACIO BONAR
(1808-1889)

THE vessel was pretty high out of the water, and there was
no ladder, either of rope or iron, at his side for the poor lad
to descend by, so as to reach the boat which lay below.

The lad looked over and saw his position.

There was the boat, and here was the slowly sinking vessel.
He heard shouts for him from below; he saw some five or
six stout men waiting to catch him; but he could not make
up his mind to quit his hold.

He saw the swell of the sea, as it heaved the boat up and
down; he observed too, the distance between himself and
his deliverers below; and his heart failed him.

What if he should miss the hoat, and drop into the sea,
instead of the stretched-out arms beneath? He clung to the
rope with all his might, and made as though he would go
back into the vessel.

But the shouts came up again, “Let go the rope!” He dared
not go back, and he was afraid to let himself drop.

S0 he clung to the rope as if it were his only safety.

Again the shouts were heard, “Let go!” His answer was, |
can'tlet go.”

At last, as the danger increased, the loud but kindly voices
from below overcame his fear and distrust.

He did “let go”; and without an effort dropped info the
strong arms which were waiting to receive him.

He was safe; and as he realized his safety, he could not help
smiling at his own folly in refusing fo let go, and in saying,
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