He prayed eamestly from a sense of need: “being in
torments” (vs. 23). During his lifefime he had often “said his
prayers.” Being a religious man, he was not unfamiliar with a
cold, formal fype of praying, both public and private. How
blasphemous a thing it is for us just to say prayers, whether
they are written or sponfaneous! But now the man is praying
with all his might, without the aid of a prayer book. Had he
prayed so eamestly while he lived on earth, he would not have
come fo that place of torment!

He praued in great soul-agony: “And in hell..he cried” (wv.
23-24). Since he had never experienced such ago-ny of soul
on earth, therefore he had never so prayed. Some have known
what It has been to be pressed fo such painful prayer in this
life. Some can say with the psalmist, “The sorrows of death
compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: |
found trouble and sorrow” (see Psa 116:1-8). Would to God
that all knew such frouble and sorrow of heart here and
now—most are far too satisfied and comforfable to pray sol
Rees Howells well said, “These three aspects are never found
in ordinary prayer: identification, agony , and authority.” The
most pifiable sight on earth is an unsaved soul af peace!

Sadly we note that he prayed too late! How we long fo see
people stirred by a realization of God's Kingdom beginning to
pray in eamestness and agony of soul. This must be done,
however, while yet there is time. We must “seek the Lord while
he may be found,” while we uef have our life and being upon
this earth—or else we pray foo late.

The Petitions of This Prayer Are Intended for Our Correction.
This man prayed fo the wrong person: “Father Abraham” (vs.
24). Even “the friend of God” and “the father of all the
faithful” is no correct object of prayer (Jam 2:23; Gal 3:8-9). It
is more than a little inferesting that this is the only prayer in
the Bible addressed to a saint! Remember: it came from hell
Only God can answer prayer and He alone, in the Trinity of His
Being, is fo be addressed in prayer. Let those who make if a
practice fo pray to “the Mother of God,” or any other saint, be
carrected by this hellish pefifion!

“Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | am not come to
destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, ane jot or
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” (Mat 5:17-18)

“For | delivered unto you first of all that which | also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according fo the scriptures.” (100 15:3)

“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us fo God,
being put o death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit. (1Pe 3:18)

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteausness
of God in him.” (20 5:21)

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.” (Act &:12)

1verities - fruths.
2 regeneration - new spiritual life given by the power of the Holy Spirit; being born again.

Holmes Moore
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‘Dar a Conocer al Mundo
a Aquel que nos Llamo de las Tinieblas a la Luz,
para que toda Lengua Confiese que
Jesucristo Es El Seior para la Gloria de Dios”
Filipenses 2:11
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“And he cried and said, Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that
he may dip the tip of his finger in water,
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in
this flame.”

—Luke 16:24
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