“There is a well-proportioned body, but the soul
is gone; it is but a dead lump.” This is a melting
consideration. You do many things materially
good; but God says in effect: “All these things
avail not, as long as | see the old nature reigning
in the man.” “For in Jesus Christ neither circum-
cision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision,
but a new creature” (Gal 6:15).

If you are not born again
If you are not horn again, (1) all your reformation
is naught in the sight of God. You have shut the
door, but the thief is still in the house. It may be
you are not what once you were; yet you are not
what you must be if ever you see heaven, for
“except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God” (Joh 3:3). (2) Your prayers are
an “abomination to the Lord” (Pro 15:8). It may
be [that] others admire your serious-ness; you
cry as for your life; but God accounts of the
opening of your mouth as one would account of
the open-ing of a grave full of rottenness, “Their
throat is an open sepulchre” (Rom 3:13). Others
are affected with your prayers, which seem to
them as if they would rend the heavens; but God
accounts them but as the howling of a dog:
“They have not cried unto me with their hearts,
when they howled upon their beds” (Hos 7:14).
Why? be-cause you are yet “in the gall of
bitterness, and bond of iniquity” (Act 8:23)! All
your struggles against sin in your own heart and
life, are naught. The proud Pharisee afflicted his
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Regeneration
For your conviction, consider these few
things. Regeneration is absolutely necessary
to qualify you to do any-thing really good
and acceptable to God. While you are not
born again, your best works are but glittering
sins—for though the matter of them is good,
they are quite marred in the performance.
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